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. So, uter his 7-year-old ‘son. Ivan - quct
'm:nbed to severe aplastic anemia—a li
mown and usually incurable blood diseaa’ew.
Fisher, a Washington lawyer and lobbyist
Munged into a project he contended could!
ave the lives of an atlmated 1,500 patiu;tz{
| year. =, 29
Fourteen monuu uter his pemolmll
ragedy, he has set in motion'a process Jof-
he establishment of a national bone marros:
egistry, which- would help patients locate
i ‘ed donors for bone marrow trans-
2 o, atreatment for. aplastic anemid,
eL ia, sickle cell anemia and other blood
liseases. ‘ -,--
Detalhofthereglsh-y - which alsoini
yolves Johns Hopkins Hospital, were. -dn
uomedtoday ata Wuhlngton press eonkgn

'OB ;

the gradit lonal“nbhng donors 1s: Iow,
dud t thet/trend of smaller families,
and m£ be: drying up_while tBe de-

,\Ekh-alr’:?ljfcg of- Grea Falls,.
ugamednpwith.!ohmnopkinstol
for‘q th1e" Aplastic Anemia Foupda: ]
#my vof “America to -underwrite the
str'y ‘andraise money for re:’
ch 'into lplastic 19m and to.
eyucate the public. * :
~ “Exjery year there are 10,000 new
patlent.s with leukemia and aplasﬁc.
afletj a that could benefit from bone
mhmnw &ansplantahon," Fisher
said.

theerapy is dangerous;; ltm icure the:

Hatelets.

_ &4 Fhe stroke was the result ofh!s
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1 Twesity-five ‘booe: marrow trans-
ﬁnnuum‘gngiwehted donou;{
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"‘“‘1.'hebottomlineisthatontof

1 10,000 ‘people, 1,443 could be.
mﬁﬂng from an unrelated bone
tr.msplant So, if we had the

rég ,.1,443 lives coild be saved
ear--and that's a Jot of lives.”

ne narrow tmnsplantahon A8
tﬁe; tment of choice” “for vicﬁmsq
of ‘aplastic anemia.*Even: ‘though the';

di:sease because-it repopulates: th%

'being marrow with the donior’s’
" cr:fis-immature cells that give rise.

t0» critical red cells. white: cells, and'1
ur % ' 11 4 i
plaatnc anerma the bone fr;ar-
1o pf siblings .can be usedif.jt
closely matches- the patient’s, bog

. arrow. Th.is happens in- one otr,fml
ﬂm

anFisher sat tbeuﬁe an%é"t\.‘lﬁ:
oplx ‘other child . of ‘Margaret and
Bart Fisher, was not a good match
'xkbbmmﬂ‘..- wets .
Lonopkins-canoer specmlists I.hen
tumed to an’ expenmental ‘therapy
to-decrease Ivan’s immune Suppres-
sive, yesponse, to try to. save. the -
yrupgster, vhohadbeenhealthymd
aetive antil April 1983, four month.s
beforehedied.' e ”"".‘, $a i 5
,sm was' treated;mu: an antl-
globulin 2 -serum made"
fnomhoma. awhich “had :shown'“a-
significant response”'in about 10 of
20.patients; 'said Dr.’Lyle L. ‘Sensen-
beeaner,: director: of: the division of.
experimental - hematology; at _ the
Hopkins Oneology Center Btruhe
therapy failed. ;- ook |
,u:‘Gradua!!n his ,platelet 3
fell,” Fisher gaid. *He had a stroke;;
1

a4 the end of July, was in a coma- }orh._
lmeqklndthendledonAug.s o

not- having blood-clotting platelet
cells . and without the bone marrow 3
making - platelets -you. ‘will. ,blud'
through the veins. He hled‘lntq h!r*
brain through the veins %34 . é5% 4

* Aplastic . anemia - 194 the! tunex-
plained. failure:of ‘bone mmw to'
prdduce the platelet cells, infection-'
fighting white blood cells and oxy- :
gen-carrying red blood cells.. The ab- |
sence- of these cells causes uncon- :
trolled bleeding, infection and. symp-
toms -of- anemia--fatigue, weakness i
and shortness of breath. - - -

. - Fisher said a bone marrow regis-
try*ih England had identified 50,000
potential unrelated domors. - !

wThat’s not nearly enough, that's -
not big.enough, although they do say
titey~can match 30 percent of .what |
theysget sent over from Sloan-Ket- _'
tering and Hopkins,” he said. “But it |
just' seems to' me outrageous that |
Americans would have to go to Eng-
land..

‘4T date, there have been around
2,000. bone marrow transplants per-
formed in this country, practically
all-from siblings. And now, we are at
the stage of doing them w:thmla t-

ed donors.”
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